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CHAPTER IX.
A Plot Acalnnt the Iniveriltjr.

Lawrence bangs
bad been reading
from the works of
tjulntus Horatlus
Flaccus, a gentle-
nan for whom h>
entertained In hi
customary state o:
mind the most cor
dial sentiments. O.
this occasion, how-
.ver, he laid dowi.
the monument more

lasting than brass,
and scowled at It Ic

a dark and menacing fashion.
It was 11 o'clock, and that was a very

" "ly ho..- for Lawrence to cease studying,
he had less appetite for study on this

lit than on any other that he could re-

c.Tiber. The truth Is that he had reached
» crisis which usually comes much later In
the college life of a thoughtful man, that
period, to put it plainly, when he first
realizes that he does not know as much as

a cow. The Information of a cow regard-
in? that sphere of life to which she Is
caJi-d is apparently exhaustive, and emi¬
nently satisfactory to herself. She has
learned to ohew the cud, an operation
which yields greater contentment with less
visible result than anything else In the
world. To the college professor Is often
granted an almost identical blessing, but It
>0 different with the student. He will
Certainly feel, now and then, a desire to do
more than chew the cud. He will wish to
swallow It. In other words, he will desire
to make an end of something, not merely
by laylr>.% It aside, but by getting the whole
of it. And he can't do It. In his line of Ufe.
Not one educated man in a thousand really
knows very much about the alphabet.
He cannot give its full history, nor sug¬
gest a truly valuable Improvement upon It,
nor even bay it backward without making
a mistake. When the student finds that
this Is true of everything which he had
previously thought that he knew, he may
very naturally feel a desire to turn to some
other pursuit in which the triumphs are

speedy and final. He will find such a pur¬
suit right under his nose. He will see that
the man who makes a home run with the
bases full exhausts the possibilities of the
situation, so that anything which he or
anybody else may do afterward will be at
best no more than a repetition. And
though the finest player In the world may
scarcely hope for so much glory as that,
there are lesser achievements which have
the same agreeable quality of completeness,
and are nearly sure to come.
I.awrer.ee'3 thoughts took such a course

is this while he sat scowling at his book,
and when he had reached the point to which
the reader has Wen brought he lifted his
gloomy eyes from good old Horace and
tixad them upon Paddy O'Toole. The hour,
which was early for Lawrence, was late
for Paddy, who was ordinarily asleep by
10. The sight of him at that moment
¦Wwulu naturally .lave led one to believe that

Takins \<»te» on Pltohln®.
the ycuth had be»n kept from his bed by s
multitude of the most ajtree^ble thoughts
He sat In a big arm chair, with his heat
thrown back, and smiled at the ceiling.
"What are you thi&klr.g about. Patrick?"

asite 1 l,aw rence.
"Nothing." answered Paddy, with tlv

utm< st cheerfulness.
"But, great heavens, man! Your mint,

oouidn't have been an absolute blank."
"Don't you fool yourself about my mind,"

rejoir-o 1 Paddy. "It seems to worry you a
big lot. but it never bothers me any."
"You were th.nning of something agree¬

able." sail LAwrer.ce, positively. "Your
face showed it."
Paddy robbed his head doubtfully.
"Well." he admitted at last, "I was feel¬

ing pietty good."
"I perceive the distinction." saM Uw-

renc-. "The point Is well taken. I would
like t j f 1 better and think less myself. 1
would like to change places with you,Patrick."
"lx> jou mean that you'd like to playbail?"
"Wen, if It comes to that. I Wbuld;

though that was only a small part of my
thought on ;n> matter."

Pa'' ly slowly and gently pitched an Im¬
aginary 'Hitcurve.
"You can't,' he said. "It Isn't In you."
"You m!«;bt teach me."
"Not in a thousand years," said Paddy,promptly.
'"1 'on't believe It. It is incredible that

you should kM anything that I can't
learn."
Paddy did not rr- rv.n l. The Idea failed

to ai peal to him. Lawrence tried another
lin- of approai U.

"In there anything in my life." he asked,
"that woukl make you wish to change with
n eT"
"Yes, th. re Is." responded Paddy."Vju t.i places that I'd like to go to.

You se< all those gtrls any time that you
w41.t to. .->ay, they're a great crew! Theygot h Id of me out on the fidd. and I never
strueK anything like It In my life. Say,they Just ilked the ears off of me. ar> ! they
can do It as:un any time they're ready.It was great."
"You enjoyed their tor.vor itior.?"
"You bet! It was up the limit. ButI didn't get a show. I , n la't jay nny-thlr-<x but yes and no; ml I'm telling youthere were times when It was all I couldd to get In as many words as that. Theytoii'-d m-.st all the time themselves."
"1 can readily believe It."
"I had things to say. though. I'm no<3 :a.r.'.\ I wauled to tell the girl thattalk i the most about the game, that she

d dii't know enough about base ball to keepti 11." n a board with a piece of chalk. But
01 course I couldn't do It. I'd promised
yo'jr brother."

It's a pity you didn't say it," said Law¬
rence.

"I've been thinking that perhaps It wi.
Just as well that I didn't," said Paddy, re¬
flectively. "She might have got mad."
"L n-i'iestionably; but the other girls wouldh T" l.»ved you forever. There la no gainli this world without some small loss, and

especially not In society, for you lose your
ti no. If nothing else. However, you shouldhave said It carefully and with tact. It Is
possible tliat I could teach you how to doth fee things."
"Say, will yon do It?" said Paddy, with

unwonted animation. "I'd like to learnthat. I ain't much on grammar and thoseot'ie things that your brother tried to driveInto me. but I can learn anything that's
got sense to it, and Is going to come handyto a fellow."

"1 will do It gladly." said Lawrence, "If
you will teach me to play ball."
Pa<»dy sat up and looked Lawrence In the

fv-
"You don't mean that you want to getout there on the Held and pitch a gamer). . o&ked.
"I mean Just that."
"Not against Harvard f"
"Against Harvard espec* illy.""if you go up against thosi fe'.lows." saidPa-idy In a hushed and so'em-. tone, "they'lldake a thousand home rum.""Let them do it If they can." respondedI.awrer.ee firmly. "All I ask of you Is togive me a chance to try. You teach me allyou cat about pitching, and I'll 4gach you

ml] I can about how to behave In society.
Then you can fix It so that I can pitch a
(fame, and I will get you Into the swellest
social a/Talr there Is In New Haven during
the remainder of the reason."

"It's a go," said Paddy. "It ain't quite a
square deal on your brother, but it's even
worse for us. Say. they'll bat you out of
the box. It will ruin you."
"It may be," said Lawrence, "both ways.

But I'll take the risk."
"Don't you be afraid of my part of It," re¬

joined Paddy. "That'll be ail right. Say,
shall I put on that swallow-tailed dress suit
of yours now, and learn to sit down in it?"
Lawrence agreed; and thus was ratified a

noet nefarious agreement, calculated to be
i iffhly detrimental to the university It
.nust be admitted that Paddy did extremely

Pnddy uuil Florence.
well. Within an hour be had mastered the
fashionable handshake, and had learned to
enter a room without giving the impression
that he was hunting for trouble. Lawrence
was a patient teacher, and encouraged his
pupil heartily.
The next day, however, the boot was on

the other leg, and the relations between
teacher and pupil were less cordial.
Lawrence may have been by nature as

apt a scholar as the other, but the young
gentleman from the South Cove was wholly
lacking in educational method.
They went to a vacant lot in a secluded

part of the city, and there practiced In the
shelter of a board fence.
"You've got to learn the curves to begin

with." said Paddy. "We'll begin with the
cutcurve, because there's some kind of a
chance that you can learn it in two or
three years. Now take the ball this way
and slam it in."
Piddy hurled the ball against the board

fence, and splinters flew off the board which
it struck.

"I would suggest." said Lawrence, turn¬
ing his spectacles toward Paddy, "that you
give me some brief theoretical demonstra¬
tion of the leading principle involved."
"Give you what?" gasped Paddy. "Say I

ain't got it with me."
"I mean that instead of resorting to sim¬

ple imitation, which will be extremely difll-
cult for me, as I am unfamiliar with the
method, you would do better to give me a
sort of lecture on the subject at first. Then
I can begin work with an Intelligent appre¬
ciation of the necessities of the ca3e "

He drew a note book from his pocket and
sat down on a log, ready to reduce Paddy's
lecture to writing. Hut the "Speechless
\?n had never been less able to talk.
"Perhaps I have not made myself clear."

said Lawrence. "Let me explain. The bill
as propelled by you takes a course which
varies from that of ordinary projectiles
Now, what makes the ball curve?"
"I do," responded Paddy, promptly."What

lid you think It was?"
"How do you do It?"
"Why, this way." said Paddy, and he

barged the bail against the fence once
more.
This scrap of conversation may give some
dea of the difficulties under which Law-
ence labored. And It is. therefore, the
nore to his credit and to the honor of the
porting blood of the Bangses in his veins
hat he triumphed over these obstacles and
«arned to pitch a curved ball within a
eek.
Lawrence, as has been said, was strong,
though very thin from overwork. He de-
iooed speed wonderfully soon.
"It's your build." Patsy said. "You can't
. absolutely no good. You're too much
ce me. But this Is only part of It. Have
ou got It In your head? That's the ques-
on.
"I believe that I have," said Lawrence.
)nly I can't do It as well as you can yet.

:ut wait awhile. There's a fortnight yet
e.ore the next Harvard game."

CHAPTER X.
The Part* Are Changed.

The second Harvard game was played In
.jmbridge. It was preceded by the usual
atallties. Although the first meeting had
en so disastrous to the crimson, there was

i strong hope among Johnny Harvard's
boys that the nine might win on the home
jrounds. Y ile In New Haven is like that
-riant of mythology whose strength was In-
/mcible while his feet rested upon his moth-
r earth. But he was conquered when Her-
:u!es lifted him into the air.
So the Cambridge boys kept up a good

leart and encouraged the nine. However,
is two or three of the best men happened
So be disabled just before the game, there
was very little money bet. Previous to the
New .laven game it had come down like
inowdakes in the great blizzard.
Larry Bangs.the real one this time.ap¬

peared in the box for Yale. The reader
knows very well that he had no business
there, but Larry aid not know that himself
He had accomplished wonders, considering
the time that he had had for preparation
He had learned of a master of the art and
he fondly hoped to fill that master's shoes
If he had come anywhere near doing it
Paddy O'Toole would never have worn a
Yale uniform again.
Probably Paddy knew that, but he had no

rear of losing his Jab. His prayers were all
for Lawrence. The student had surpassed
all Paddy's expectations. He had learned

Paddy's Social Triumph.
to itand up calmly In the corner of a field,
and throw curves very cleverly. But that
is not pitching a ball game, and Paddy
knew it.
"If the luck's ail with him," said he to

himself, "hi may not get batted out of the
box.
Well, the luck was with him in a sur¬

prising degree. The terror of his mighty
name helped him at first. Harvard men
went to the bat with the Idea that they
weren't going to hit the ball, and some of
them didn't. Those who did find it batted
it straight at the large Y on a Yale uni¬
form. As the gentlemen from New Haven
v. ere not obliging enough to dodge the ball
and made only a couple of error3. Harvard
did not score. Yale got three.
Lawrence thought that he was doing

amazingly well and he could not under-
stand why Johnny Wilkes wore a brow of
gloom and kept repeating, "Bangs, Bangs,

the matter with you today'"
Unrr?eciinK crowd on the blue side

of the field cheered lustily, for the gameseemed to them to be going the right way,
with

hear'' hls name mingling
k w°jt"lliour cheers and was

life
Cver been before in his

i£ £ZV>~ -'.» » wS
ver?hnl«iy.'^ld EangS' "rra

Well, don t take any chances and for
mercy's sake use your he»d v.

'T/VV1^ it with you today."ir It had been anybody else rxrpnt t**
great Larry Bangs. Capt. Wllkes^ouHto the bench without sayingby your .eaye, Bar.gs was palo with ex-
citement and d »li^ht. and trie color which

he had acquired on the roof and In the field
with Paddy seemed to have faded all off his
face. The first man at the bat In Harvard's
seventh Inning was so exceedingly fortunate
as to miss a Tale man. He put the ball into
right field for two bases. The next man
scored him with a pretty single; and then
Bangs lost the head which Wilkes had not
believed to be present at all on that occa¬
sion. He knew that this was an emergency
calling for what Paddy would have denomi¬
nated "head work." He tried to think of
the counsels which Paddy had given him.
but It seemed aa If he could remetEber
nothing except some fragments of Greek
grammatical rules. He pitched the ball
without the faintest attempt to "sic* up"
the batter or to meet the necessities ¦>[
the situation. Paddy wouldn't have thought
either, but he would have felt, and that
would have been much better.
It seemed to Lawrence that the ball was

not fairly out of his hands when he be¬
came aware that the center fielder was
chasing It In the direction of Mount Au¬
burn cemetery. Then a hundred or more
red-legged demons began to run around
him In dizzy circles, amid loud Jeers of
derision. It would be painful to prolong
this scene. There were eleven base hits
and three dispensations of Providence, the
last of which sent Harvard to the field.
Whitley pitched the last two Innings, and
the final score was 12 to 3 against Yale.
"Never mind, Larry," said Wilkes, In a

husky but sympathetic tone, "everybody
has an c(f day once In a while. I've played
like a Jackass myself, and I know how you
feel."
"You got out of It better than I expectid,"

said Paddy, when they met In Lawrence's
room In New Haven. "The luck was with
you, and If that head of yours hadn't to¬
tally gone back on you, you might have
made a fight for It All the papers say bo."
And he pointed to a la^e number of them

on the floor. Lawrence groaned.
"I feel," he said, "the combined agony of

a murderer and his ylctlm. I have both the
Injury and the remorse."
"You've made your play." said Paddy,

"ejid now It's my turn. Just watch me.
Tomorrow night I'm right In It with the
.wella."
Lawrence had kept his agreement with

Paddy, but he had shaved It down a little.
It was not an event of the first rank In
which the young man from the 8outh Cove
was to make his debut. But then, he didn't
know that and was never likely to find It
out, so It Is hard to say that he was cheat¬
ed. Besides It was a very nice affair after
all.a spread given by the Gamma Delta,
a minor Gresk letter society. It was held
In the handsome residence of Gilbert Par¬
sons, whose sun was the president of the
Yale chapter and some of the bluest blood
In New Haven were there.
There was a crush of pretty g^rls and

among them was Florence Lome, who had
come down to New Haven on purpose to
attend. Lawrence had selected this affair
because he fe!t sure that Florence would
not be present. He wa» still Jealous of
Paddy.
It must be admitted that the moment

chosen for Paddy's experiment was not
auspicious. The Harvard game was the
great topic of conversation among the
friends of the New Haven college, and the
name of Larry Bangs did not shine as

brightly as heretofore In the galaxy of
fame. But Paddy did not mind that a bit.
"Wait till I talk to 'tm," he said, as he

sallied forth. "They'll see that I'm all
right."
Lawrence was tco sadly orushed to care

what Paddy did in his name except so far
as it had to do with Florence Ix>rne. As ~o
that he was deeply interested, so much so
that he watched the parson's house till the
rout broke up, patrolling the sidewalk be¬
fore It, clad In a costume strongly suggest¬
ing the youthful detective of fiction. He
had a slouch hat and a false mustache, and
he imagined that he was prepared to Jo
something desperate.
Of Paddy's advent into society there is

only a word to be said. There Js a strange
and grotesque character In fiction which is
called the college student. By "fiction" Is
meant pretty nearly everything that Is writ¬
ten about college life, whether In books or
In current news paragraphs. This character
gets Into courts; he assaults peaceable cltl-
zens and always gets the worst of It; he
disturbs the audiences at theaters; he
speaks In a dialect so full of slang that only
the police can understand It; In short, he is
as near like the real student as Paddy
O'Toole Is.
The character is so strongly fixed In the

public mind that It is very hard for a real
student to do anything bad enough to ex¬
cite remark. Paddy's eccentricities fitted
this character so nicely tliat even those
w ho knew Lawrence well did not regard
them as extraordinary. In fact, Paddy
succeeded much better than Lawrence, for
he was so much more like a real, live col¬
lege boy. There was a "stand-up feed"
that night and Paddy supplied the needs of
dozens of gills.
Nobody stood any chance against him In

the struggle for salads or ices, and when
he appeared with about forty plates piled
on his right arm as he had seen the wait¬
ers In South Cove restaurants carry them,
he was loudly applauded. It was the hit of
the evening and did much to retrieve the
honor lost at Cambridge. Also In a mo¬
ment of Inadvertence when he forgot that
his name was no longer O'Toole he as¬
serted that his ancestors were kings of Ire-
lend und thereby added the only luster that
the name of Bangs had lacked.
He succeeded In accompanying Florence

to the door of the house in which she was
staying, which was only a stone's throw
from Mr. Parsons'. Lawrence trailed them
In the style of the best melodramas and
heard Paddy promise again and again to
retrieve the awful disgrace of the Cam¬
bridge game.
"Don't you be afraid." said Paddy, "when

the tie is played off I shall be myself
again."
"Be your true self always," replied Flor¬

ence, "for my sake."
(To be continued.)

Stopped the Play.
From the Paris Figaro.
There is a law in France which embitters

the life of every dramatic author, as it con¬
fers upon every French citizen the right of
having a novel or play Immediately sup¬
pressed by the police If his name happens
to be mentioned in It. If a character In a
comedy bears the name of Dupont or Du¬
bois. all the Duponts or Dubolses In France
are entitled to insist on a change of the
name, or if the manager refuses, of the re¬
moval of the play from the bill. In their
anxiety to avoid unpleasantness the paro¬
dists of the Cluny Theater decided to desig¬
nate the characters In their piece de salon
by means of numbers. The effect thus pro¬
duced Is somewhat pecullar.as, for instance:

"Ah.' charming 132, you are the most
adorable of all women."
"And you a flatterer, Count 1&"
While the two are thus exchanging com¬

pliments an elderly gentleman suddenly ap¬
pears and calls out In a voice of thunder:
"I have caught you now, Count 18! Say,

are there any cowards In your family?"
"Heavens!" whispers Count 18, trembling

In his shoes. "Heavens! Duke 53:"
Duke 53 rings the bell; a lackey appears.
"Seventy-four," exclaims the duke, "turn

this gentleman out."
But at this point a man In the audience

springs to his fest. "That Is really too
bad!" he shouts In the direction of the
stage. "I will send you a summons."
The Duke answers in surprise: "What

have you to complain of? Seventy-four Is
only a number."
"That's Just It. It Is the very number

which I bore when In Jail, and I am not
going to allow It to be degraded by having
a servant dubbed with It"
Everybody had to give In to that argu¬

ment; It was the law. The play was
stopped there and then. I have never been
able to ascertain what further befell the
charming 132, Count 18 and Duke 53. I
have not been able to sleep at night through
speculating on the subject

Ingenloaa Meanness.
From the Fargo Forum.
A good story comes from a neighboring

village and a report of the ingenuity of
man's acquisitiveness may be a pointer for
some of those not adverse to turning an

honest penny.their way. It Is reported that
a village not far from here is on to a new
racket because a certain brother In the fold,
who takes an active part In church work,
and In whom Implicit confidence has been
placed by his associates,. has been detected
of having a piece of sticky flypaper In his
hat when he went to take up the collection
at the church. All the coins that dropped
upon the tlypaper stayed there, and It was
amazing how the big pieces crowded the lit¬
tle ones off.
When the audience had been solicited,

this smooth Individual would advance and
turn his hat upside down over that of anoth¬
er who had been soliciting the audience on
the other side of the house. All the coin
that dropped belonged to the church, and all
that remained in the hat was to remunerato
him for the work he had done, so to speak.
There Is said to be blood on the face of the
moon, and the good brother, who has politi¬
cal aspirations, and the ones who caught
him in the act are having a time.
The requel Is yet to be written, but when

daffodils begin to show their heads through
the sun-kissed soil and buds herald the
leafy days of springtime, a convocation of
wise men and elders of the church is ex¬
pected to si*, on the matter.and.meanwhile
druggists who want to sell sticky flypaper
should advertise In the Forum Its newly
discovered use*.

Modern Stenographers Must Be Men
of No Small Capacity.

PITFALLS FOE THE BEGINNER

Washington's Tremendous Array of

Stenographic Talent.

EXPERTS BORN, NOT MADE

Written tor Tbe Evening Star.
O CITT IN THE
United States con¬
tains more stenogra¬
phers than Washing¬
ton."
This assertion came

from a well-known
member of that pro¬
fession who has made
a hobby of collecting
statistics, and for
this reason cannot
very well be contra¬
dicted. It was while
discussing the avoca¬

tions of certain people, as they passed
along F street, that the remark was made
to a reporter of The Evening Star. It ap¬
peared as If nine out of every ten people
of this city were employed In following the
Ideas of Pitman, or Graham, or \ dozen
others, for a livelihood.
"You can hardly conceive," continued the

stenographic statistician, "how many people
In this city possess the knowledge of short¬
hand. I have calculated that there are In
the neighborhood of 7.CPO0 people in Wash¬
ington who are paid salaries to follow dic¬
tation with the mystic characters, and al¬
most again that number who have a knowl¬
edge of shorthand, but do not follow It
regularly. This state of things Is, of course,
brought about through the passage of the
civil service law. Any one passing an ex¬

amination of clerk or copyist with stenog¬
raphy as an auxiliary will stand a much
better chance of receiving an appointment
than without this extra knowledge.
"Strange as it may appear, the govern¬

ment l« almost continually In need of ste¬

nographers, and very frequently has toad-
vertise for them. There Is so much work
of a nature that requires dictation in the
departments that it would be almost an

Impossibility to get along without It. This
is one reason for the demand. Another is
the promotion of worthy people to higher
positions, thereby taking them out of the
tanks of stenographers."

The Hnllo of Ability.
"It has been frequently asserted by out-

of-town stenographers that the government
dues not pay salaries large enough to secure

the pick of the profession, and that, with
the exception of the stenographic force up
at the Capitol, the ratio as to ability js

very low in Washington. Is that a true

assertion?" asked the reporter.
"To that question I would give an em¬

phatic no!" replied the stenographer, 1 al¬
though there is some slight foundation upon
which to base the charge. Leavins the
Capitol force out of the discusslon-as there
Is no question that the stenographers up
there are the best In the world.the only
cause for complaint with the force In the
departments Is that In a great many cases

their work Is so light that they almost un¬

consciously slip backward. Then comes a

time when their ability Is tested, and their
weakness brought out. There are hundreds
In this class, and the danger of slack work
has become a menace to the profession.
"I know a young man up in the Treasury

Department that held an $1,800 position up
until a few months since that will aptly Il¬
lustrate my point. When he first entered
the department it was at a big salary, as he
was one of the best stenographers In the
country. As Ill-luck would have It, he was
assigned to the private secretaryship of one
of the chiefs of department. This gentle¬
man was a slow thinker and talker. For
several years those two worked in harmony
and thoroughly understood each other; but,
unconsciously, the stenographer drifted
backward. Not long ago the chief was
'tired' on short notice. The man that took
his place came out of the west, and was
full of nervous energy. He started In with
a rush on his dictation, and, in the lan¬
guage of the profession, 'put it up the back'
of his stenographer. It was at a speed the
young man would have smiled at when he
entered the department. The chief fumed
and fretted at the stenographer's breaks
and mistakes, and In one week's time the
latter was relegated to a |1,000 position.

Practice the Secret of Success.
"Almost everybody knows that practice Is

the secret of success In shorthand, und
there Is no such a thing as too much of It.
I can imagine the smiits of sarcasm that
would illumine the faces of the force up at
the Capitol If they heard that expression,
but It Is a fact, notwithstanding. The art
of shorthand writing Is not learned without
continued study and patience, and ready
longhand writers are more apt to acquire
It In the shortest time. The number of those
who are able to fit themselves as office
shorthand clerks Is. however, solely de¬
pendent upon qualifications entirely apart
from a knowledge of swift writing. In other
words, an intelligent person with a good
general education Is capable of learning
enough of the art to make a successful
business amanuensis. It takes years of
constant practice to become thoroughly pro¬
ficient, and probably not more than one per¬
son out of a hundred who study shorthand
is physically and mentally qualified to make
a verbatim reporter.
"Although shorthand colleges endeavor to

teach the practice as well as theory, It Is
not until a pupil obtains a situation that his
or her training begins and they really com¬
mence '.o learn how little they know. The
civil service examiners, as a rule, keep this
class of stenographers out of the govern¬
ment service, as the person that does the
examining Is generally an expert an,1 can
tell a 'greener' at a distance of fifty feet.
Business men who employ this class have
to exercise considerable patience before
these Inexperienced people meet their re¬

quirements. As I have before remarked,
competent stenographers are scarce, they
are seldom out of employment and com¬
mand from J000 up to fc>..r>00. This, of
course, does not take In the Capitol force.
The work down there is done by contract,
and the salaries range as high as jo.wu a

> eaX' ereat and growing evil to be found In
each and every city In the country Is the
.professor- that guarantees to learn the
student a certain kind of shorthand In
three months, and at the end of that time
to furnish a position for his innocent pa¬
tron The people that patronize these 'pro¬
fessors' are generally from the country, and
have but .light ideas as to the length and
breadth of Pitman or Graham s ideas.
Sometimes, I will admit they- do secure po¬
sitions but the retention of the same is
hardly long enough to warrant the expen¬
diture of car fare to the expected El
Dorado These three months' graduates,
when they do secure employment, receive
salaries but little higher than those paid
office and errand boys; but business men
soon become weary of revising their work
and correcting their errors, and they are
set adrift to seek new victims of their In¬
competency or to buckle down to work,and
finally win out In their battle against false
representation.

Mut Lrarn tlic Mudlmcnta.
"Pntil the theory of shorthand Is thor¬

oughly mastered success as a writer and ac¬

curate transcriber Is Impossible, and this
accounts for the scarcity of competent
stenographers. If students would bear In
mind that It Is absolutely necessary to un¬
derstand the theory before they commence

to practice, the standard of stenographers
In all our cities would be raised, employers
would be saved much time and labor spent
In correcting their errors, and there would
be fewer failures. Correct spelling, correct
grammar, good business form, and rapid
and legible penmanship or skill In the use
of the typewriter are essential qualifica¬
tions, and are now being demanded of ap¬
plicants by business men. Lacking these
needfuls, a student may expect to make
slow progress, and, unless endowed with an
Indomitable will. In the end will luffer
much disappointment and distress.
"One of the best experiences a student

can go through with is to secure a position
that embraces all kinds of dictation, and
plenty of it. I recall a young man who se¬
cured a pl»ce with a wholesale drug firm

over In Baltimore, lie was only seventeen
years old at the time, und his compensation
about $5 a week. The firm had a tremen¬
dous mall to answer dally, and the words
used were necessarily out of the usual run.
Time and agnln the boy wanted to throw
up the position, but his father persuaded
him to hold on. He did so for three years.
and at the end of that time had really be¬
come an expert. Then came his opportun¬
ity. A prominent man wanted a secretary
and stenographer, and was willing to pay
for a good one. The boy entered the com¬
petition for the place, and easily secured
it through his proilciency. The place paid
J1U0 a month, and substantiated the keen
foresight of his father. That boy is now
one of the best stenographers In Baltimore.
"Although the principles upon which

shorthand is founded are not hard to com¬
prehend It is quite another matter to put
them Into application and become really a
successful stenographer. Good shorthand
men. like poets, arc more frequently born
than made, which Is only another form of
stating that one must possess certain facul¬
ties to an unusual degree In order to attain
any considerable success in either work.
The work of taking rapid dictation In
shorthand Is two-fold. One must strain
every nerve to catch each word as It falls
from the lips of a rapid speaker and at
the same time he must have every expe¬
dient in shorthand writing constantly at
his command, so that no time may be lost
In Jotting down the corrcct characters to
represent the words which are being de¬
livered. If one stops an instant to recall
the best outline for an unfamiliar word be¬
fore It will be remembered and transferred
to the note book the speaker will probably
be a dozen or mole words ahead, and the
text of the speech hopelessly ljst. The
only recourse when one gets behind Is to
drop the word and continue with the
speaker, and trust to the memory or to
reasoning to supply what Is missing when
the time comes to transcribe the notes.
This course Is adopted by all the experts
up at the Capitol, but they seldom lose a
word. When they do, through noise ond
confusion, they are bright enough to sub¬
stitute a word that will be perfectly ac¬
ceptable to the one who has spoken.

Work of the Expert.
"I have noticed that the older one growsin the business the less attention Is neces¬

sary to be given to the mechanical part of
stenographic writing. One becomes so thor¬
oughly familiar with the system that It Is
as though the writer was for the time beingtransformed Into an automaton and made
the necessary characters mechanically and
without effort as each word came to hisear. Then, too, in special kinds of work,where shorth tnd is of value, such as courtreporting, certain words and phrases are sofrequently used that very contracted char¬acters may be used to represent them, andafterward the eye readily recognizes themwithout any attention being paid to theirphonetic meaning. In other fields, notablyin newspaper work, although I am told Inthis Held the stenographic art Is very littleusel_now, the application of shorthand writ¬ing Is so varied that phrasing or contractingIs impracticable to any great extent, for thereason that usually no time can be lost Intranscription. The reporter who goes to apolitical meeting at which an importantspeech is to be delivered that Is wanted ver¬batim, and starts for his office after it laover, with only an hour or two In which towrite out his copy, cannot take too manyprecautions against Illegible writing. Everyminute lost at such times counts tripleagainst making headway, and the rt >.rterknows this fact thoroughly.'.The great stumbling block to beginnersis reading their notes after they have oncewritten them. In a majority of the short-hand schools dictation usually never variesmuch from this form: 'My Dear Sir: Tourletter of the 7th Instant received, and In re¬ply we beg to state, Ac." Confining practicein writing and reading shorthand to thisclass of matter makes the student so famil¬iar with the outlines that in a short time heIs able to be graduated as a full-fledged.stenographer.' It is only when, in prac¬tical work, he endeavors to take matterwith which he Is totally unacquainted thathe begins to realize how much he has tolearn, and even though he may make somenotes of what Is said, the chances are abouta hundred to one that when he comes totranslate his characters he will find himselfIn a dreadful muddle.
"There Is much in common between send¬ing and reading on the telegraph and doingthe same with shorthand characters. Onecan soon learn to send the matter over {hewire at a hot pace, but it takes a great dealof practice to receive it as rapidly. Thesame is true of shorthand. Many begin¬ners, as soon as they can represent stereo¬typed characters and business phrases Inshorthand. Imagine that they are competentstenographers, but there usually comes asudden and disagreeable dispelling of theIllusion when a test in practical work is at¬tempted.

Almost a Trigrdjr,
"To illustrate to you how complicated athing shorthand is, let me tell you a storywherein one of the brightest men in theforce on the House side of the Capitolfigured as a victim.
"It was several years ago, and at thattime he was private secretary to one ofthe highest officials on the Pennsylvaniarailroad. The position was a hard one. andconsequently paid big money Th* officialwas something of a wag, and one dayduring the absence of the stenographerfrom his rcom for a short time he deftlyInserted several shorthand charactersamong the latter's notes. When the sten¬ographer returned to his desk the officialcarelessly asked him to read over the lastletter he had dictated. The letter was along one and full of technical railroadphrases. The stenographer started In read¬ing In a matter-of-fact way, and when hecame to the false characters hesitated,stumbled and finally stopped. The officiallooked up In well-assumed surprise and In¬quired the cause. The young man was of asuper-ser.sltive nature, and without reply¬ing rushed from the room. I happened tobe In the room at the time, and noticingsomething In his face I didn't like, I wentafter him. I found him In the wash roomand on the point of putting a bullet in hisbrain. After considerable trouble I per¬suaded him to drop the Idea of taking hislife, and told him the particulars of theJoke. The official came In and offered pro¬fuse apologies, but the young fellow neverforgave him, and after drawing the moneydue him left his service. He told me after¬ward that he had been troubled with histhinking apparatus for some time, and thatwhen he discovered the wrong charactersIn his note book, he thought his mind hadweakened. It was not long after that thathe came to Washington, and through hisfine work as a shorthand writer secured aplace up at the Capitol." |
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Charcoal.
From the Now York Sun.
The charcoal business has been on the de¬

cline for thirty years. Its first great start
downward came with the introduction of
kindling wood, a business that has grown to
large proportions. Kindling wood has, in
this city, almost entirely taken the place of
charcoal In Its ordinary domestic u.ses.Nowadays charcoal is hardly used any¬where except In hotels and by plumbers,tin roofers and coppersmiths. Hotels useIt for broiling; a first-class French cook in
a hotel won't cook unless you give him acharcoal fire to broil with. It Is used forthis purpose in some private houses, but
not In many.
Most of the soft-wood charcoal that isused here conies from New Jersey andDelaware, all by rail. Thirty-five years agothere were thirty schooners engaged in

bringing charcoal to this market; now there
Is not one. Most of the hard-wood charcoalused here comes from chemical factories inDelaware county, this state, where thewood has been treated for wood alcohol and
acetate of lime. Seven-eighths of the hotels
In New York use this coal, but, perhaps, alittle less is sold every year, for even infirst-class hotels gas is to some extent tak¬
ing Its place.
Charcoal has other uses, however. Placed

in retorts or kilns, It Is subjected to fire in
such a way as to get the gas out of It andmake It as near carbon as possible. It Is
then ground In different grades of fineness
and sold to distillers for use In rectifyinghigh wines. Granulated charcoal Is sold to
Ice manufacturers for use In filtering wa¬
ter. The use of ice machines Is increasingIn the north as well as the south, and New
York granulated charcoal Is shipped to all
parts of the country- That trade is in¬
creasing.
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That Fatal Opal.
From the Detroit Tribune.
With a sweet smile she took his hat and

cane.

"Dearest," she cooed, when they were
seated in the glaomlng, "I have something
to tell you."
Summoning all his fortitude, he bade her

speak.
"Dearest." she proceeded, a delicate flush

overspreading her cheek, "papa has at last
consented to our marriage."
He was too deeply moved to expreRS him¬

self for about forty-five minutes. When at
last he found voice, the latter thrilled with
emotion.
"That."
A gentle essure of the hand told him

she was listening.
"Is what I get by monkeying with an

opal ling."
His eyes rested upon the fateful Jewelwith a fasclnatioa of horror.

HYOEIA HOTEL,
Oid Point Comfort, Va.

DO Tor LONYS FOR A SAI.T PEA BATH, OR TUB COOL. INVIGORATING OCEANARE \OU IN SEARCH OF A Nl*t>T WHERE BNTBUY Pit1 (SI'hJ ] P1.EASL25 WHERE
"

CHEER AND OuMPORT prevails am» DI LL rAllENraiNnw!Would you know the place where sickness t: d* n<» foothold sad whore the tired mMimktn.^K,,l,mtTt ,f *°' dlr*lt roat attest tan t* OLD POWTCOMPORT, VRU.IMa. Noted ft»r its bcalthfulneas gi-nerallr. the tirrecnt utnn finite It -free from all the till or mankind. The beauty of surr>undli« ti, <es sod movlnr ..-the waters, the "K-a beach- the children's paradise (he aafe and luxurious aurf bat hitu( ' "

a month earlier than at any reaort on the coaat. the delightful ro.i... of , ,,,t« (rantlona. and reltned resident garrison life, the visiting lotteries from other nosta. daily Arte ofthe great sieg'guns In target practice, fhc presence of war ship*. the d. J/Tvedly *

HMSEIA HI >T£X. with lta Improved and » w perfect sanitary arranreminta Itscuisine, embracing every delicacy In land and acs foods, it* electric f«o cooled' dIMnrcomfortable sleeping apartments. It* l>roe*y pavilions and walk* abundant mualcai attractionsand dancing, it* reasonable tarlS of chargca, constitute a variety of attractlooaseldom offered at any roaort.
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Over a Thousand Men Employed in
the Fisheries.

MILLIONS HANDLED IN A SEASON

How They Are Caught and Sent io

Market.

THE "8HEDDIHG" PROCESS

Writtm Car 31m Ertnliw star.
HB SEASON OV
tiie soft-ahell crab la
well opened and the
markeu of New
York.. Philadelphia,
Washington and Bal¬
timore are flooded
with the moat tooth¬
some of the sum¬

mer's table dainties.
The soft-shell crab Is
distinctly an eastern
product and one of

^ » purely eastern con-

I sumption; hecause
the crab is so delicate that It is Impossible

I to ship him with safety any great distance.
I The oyster can be shipped in cans to the
Pacific coast or to any interior point; and

j in fact oysters have been planted along the
I coast of Washington and California, until
I now the western oyster Industry is of some

importance. But the soft-shell crab Is a

delicacy which penetrates only a short dis¬
tance Into the Interior. It is a chief arti¬
cle of diet In all eastern cities, however
and particularly at the summer resort*,

I and one of which western visitor* carry
I pleasant memories to their homes.

The soft crab occurs on the Atlantic
I coast all the way from Massachusetts to
Mexico and Is abundant also in Chesapeake

I an<* ** f*r up the tributary streams as
the salt water reaches. The chief crab
fishery is at Crlsfleld on Chesapeake bay.
Must opposite the mouth of the Potomac
river Here mors than 1.000 men are en-

I gaged in fishing for the crabs from May to
October, their total catch being more than
6.UW.0U0 crabs. The value of the industry

I to the fishermen la more than HOO.UOO in a
season. There are other crab fisheries in
the upper Chesapeake. In Indian river. Del¬
aware, and In the Shrewsbury and other
rivers In New Jersey. But no one of these
at all compares in importance with the
Crlsfleld fishery. In fact, all of them put
together are of far less value.

I The Short Season.
°y,t'r U ot mor* 'ntsrest in

the winter than the toft crab, the crabbing
induatry would be valuable the year round
f the crabs could be had. But from October
to May the crab retires to the d«et>er

untlT^h!.® buried 1" the mud

^t^thT^A^^V shore*
I oyster Industry keeps the fiihppmcn

In UcT^e^V; dU7^I in ract, the fishing for crabs was tak«n ,,n

we-'Vf ?""f tta.
ters were not in demand. an<i u «_ ,

within the last fifteen years that the in*

The soft crab is not always a soft
Technically he Is the blue or cra^
and suil more technically he tou£
nectes hastatus Ordwav Th. 1 »?

<*111-

WhenV/f^When he is very young he sheds it freouent

lor twiceh, TXir01*?.£ onlv
value only when he U SofL t 1,
portanee to the fisherman that he £
tured at a time when he hu L.
shelj. or is preparing lo do J w*. hJ*
crab Is preparing to moult and hta^SLn^*
loosening, he Is known to th~ « i U 18

Crlsfleld as a "corner^. »il- ft*h"rro*n of
'"short comer." When his iC°.er^. .0r *
to crack, he is called. **tJ**"11
or "buster." according to^T! ; "hedder"
fisherman. The . peeler" i« u.f cy ot the
localities, but the "comer" i, wWn '? other
title only to CrlsflekT to known br that

M«a, Be Haudlcd .« o.ce
t nless the crab Is taken in 4

dlately after moulting he become
the hard crtb hT 0nh

ket value of his sort brother The
perienced fisherman will quickly toll wl.t
stag, of development the crab ^
fast as the crabs are brought In from th.

?ht,ery tl,ey ,re n'aeed in floats «m .l
they remain until thev s*.~i .1 *nd ther*
The best time for^5? .Lhclr sh«-"«

just after dTyb^ak ^Th* cr*b» «»

rrisfleld believe that the cr»» ? rmW1 of
more active during the nl*h»f», ,®uch
the day, and thev nnv. ,. j. during
fisheries Just af dawn U u

Start for t!"

mon for a crab fisherman in Vncom"
tire catch before breakfast OeXn'llT
catches more r.t that p-riod thVZ I *

SlL l,nler h'-'jr' of^e "v All°^
tin? fishing' is done in r»m. h k

averse vflue of. perhan?tin^ ,?* Rn

boat carries but one p2Sn k.#
"'Ja"r tl"

it is large enough to have'a cre^""*
or three The boat chiefly in .,£1 .

,wo

sail boat known In theverno!!?i * small
Chesapeake region ns i "kn>

1

corruption of "e " The"" ^,h! *<**
carried on bv individunN m. ?». ? ry ,s

count. Moat" of thefi^er-^ni^ °^n *c"

or scrape, which resemble-*
oyster dredge. It is Ilchier h^lT he
is provided with a pocket of
few of the boats use dip nets x
are attached to the side* of ^ dl?<1*es
long ropes. If a stiff breeze is 'hL.winl? .k*
boat Is brought well up to the
put under reefed sails and t hi! * 2? or

thrown overboard and aUow^ d,r**f
along the bottom. At Interval th,
is brought to. when the dredc- i, ^'
up and emptied on a boaM -rl'1.^
crabs are separated by hand frnmTh
S£*&rs Bz ri

The Price for ftoft Crabs.

-^aCil °f tb* S!na" h041* w'» average sev¬
enty-five to a hundred crabe in a day These

Zirn^'ito the »h.ppe.. ^
aheda line the shore. As the crabs »r<.

rating1 th'" HZ de*'crs count them, sepa-

Md the "in
CrabB- the "short comers"

and Pa> ,n* for them
according to the market value. The nrlee

cI^ti'T1 ,b> the fl*hern)en v*rles from 1 1-2
centa to 2 cents for each crab.
Ihi »aft crabs are separated from tbos*

which have yet to shed, and are treikrrffor Immediate shipment. The
.re carried to

"afteadars
Of light planks, and tbelr sldee are lartiM^'Each of th.-m hold, aliut W

"S?ksr,sn££;taken out
"lal 5**» ¦»«

crabs,
times

which th"1 The «u. m
vlded *r« pro-

placed between laven^
seaweed. The aSy oTJSf if? .".*
.taut one humJre<^cr»ba iS^.oft'SL.iSetrVe^^ ££
placed obliquely. ao Lhi^thflJ^J*^!!
¦JPIJ." from their moutha theTZhm? SSfilSSWSU?^ in SSL"S:
road, which haa a

**n*
fleld. but a runnln« »o OHn4

tsxs&FiszssusA
Mortalltr AM«.t Tfc»»

* ln,P°"Mt element In eitlmatta.the value of soft crab, and thrtT,S2£5
Prtce la the mortality amon* them
.re very delicate and easilytatmwTL
ll<* ^-.theah^S^i",^:.«<1 Mils many of them ThJ^^ ,V
£r,** .- ~'«TS5 2*S£«eld 1« something of a lottery TW.^
record of a day. tont years an wbea outof a total purchase of 8.200 e^hs tJkL^J

8 000 <1"<5 tafort they eo«ld tX
ceeslvl I "h'PPln*. This mortality to exA» . rule, the *mSF£**£LlrAn ?? P*r cant- But even ft...
more than IK.OOO loss in eachSLST^!??falls Indirectly on the J~n seasoa. This
shipper takes Into acooun'^rhen '^Z. bid for the fisherman's

°

tat

»*«££.^SSl-25«0 cents fc* the bracT^f^S* ""SP P*y*
taur&nt table can »..(i.. «

OB the rea-

irradual accr^tl^V^eKth*
the profits of crab-handltaj W

The Hard Crab.

f^T" °.h from which Is obtainedthe crab-meat for salads and defiled craba.

sr~'^- .¦=?

trot-llnes baited with tripe. The and. ofthe lines are buoyed or staked One man

. S *oes from one end of the line nf
stakes to the other milling .« !_ Jr..
.nd carefully netting th?
cling to the trtM Thlt i.^k? WlUclJ
mathod of capturing ha^d cru^
r^t many are uk?a £&
many come up in the dr«dm ^ ,1.

«A,"s-tarHisj-ss
abund^Tce^'tha^^houch* leas'"thai? MrStymen are engaged In flahlng foT^b^T^Ztake Is nearly thrw^uartm
of crabs
one and waWto 72®*25tard crabs bring only fifty cmt
cents a hundred A «Se2 *,*2fishermen ship the ctlbs Umb^Iv?. ^
shipping price of hard crabs isit7^ ii!
cents per hundred. There Unotin hftA^ilnf >h<a haM fP, a-

mortality amount* to almost
??.* car* U not neceaaary T*?
them as In handling the aoft
are dumped into boxes »~1 bsWith WfWkloTl
arsiaumped Into bozas and 1 -1" "

1th wooden strips or mit i <> V j

US"*I,r wlthout «(har ^
Another crab Industry at CrMrli t> " -

HE*rS£?1 of «s«it a«nStaJ£t^?bulk. The crabs ara boUad for.
*

u
w*"11 th«y are cool their ahalla

ara crackad and the idhi . "**?
with a small knife, it ».!%wrenty-Ove ha»xl crabs to CuSTa^i^
cLk.^"?*1 About 6oo Vf^wSrab-meat art shlDnad im lV,V7 .*.

price it brings 1. ato?t »lj!7pJlrii- **
OEOlUiK ORANTHAJi
The Ctrl

from the New York

2*V *re *'ways bringing out noveltlea
Jw*ay. Thair latest rttei nana u »

f^lng girl burgUr. who Is ¦uTtTZ
tain of ft. hi Hrkiah a^ .

^tfcln of a band which makaa nights lui*^!
i'rmJ>^,'Lf0r tt# Tr*Jd,r dw^kara in Ttllaa.
An added piquancy is givaa to the .im a.
thei statement that the fair cracks^well connected and has baan

**

"r5r,^iciMr a&Vtti\erge of a naw aeries of dime uul luif
dime novel., t. whieft gtn buSL^J^I;t«ctlvas and young hl^w^be chased by female Old Sleuths thi^J?
the mase of exciting sdrentura ^
that sort of llteratura.

'sMrsa at Tabla. r t.

From th» Chicago Istet^OCcaa.
The revival of Interest la Kspoleos hM

brought to light some entertaining lafsaiaa
tion about the emperor's gaatrooanic .

He ai%ays ate from allver niatea. of which
he purchased 1.000 at one order. Chicken
was his favorltte article of diet, hut while
confined at St. Helena he developed a aieal
liking for pork chopa sausages ««< ki,^
puddings. His tsMe maanr-rs were not very
refined. He bolted his food, used his fingers
In preference to fork and spoon, and dipped
his bread Into dishes having aauces and
gravies before they were paasad to the oth¬
ers at the table. The Cjunless of Albany,
aeelnsr the emperor at dinner on ths i«i.~4
of Elba, recorded that he "lived "he t rig J

Art Trlsmphast.
From Flleccodr itlattar.

I
Retired Gentleman."lly boys have writ"

ten figures on this newly painted waiL
W*i«* -an ** done about It?"
Artist."Oh, we will soon have that aO

right."

II.
ilow tha artist fixed IV


